
Oliver Meek, 

Planning Officer, 

Development Management, 

Nottinghamshire County Council, 

County Hall, 

West Bridgford, 

Nottingham. 

NG2 7QP 

 

 

 

By email only:  

 

oliver.meek@nottscc.gov.uk  

 

 

 

3 October 2016  

 

Dear Sir,  

 

PLANNING APPLICATION TO DEVELOP A HYDROCARBON WELLSITE AND DRILL 

UP TO TWO EXPLORATORY HYDROCARBON WELLS - LAND OFF SPRINGS ROAD, 

MISSON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE DN10 6ET: ES/3379  

 

1. Friends of the Earth’s Rights & Justice Centre acts for Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust of The 

Old Ragged School, Brook Street, Nottingham, NG1 1EA (the “Trust”) in relation to certain 

property law issues concerning the above application (the “application”).  

 

2. As you know the Trust is the owner and occupier of Misson Training Ground (Carr) SSSI 

Reserve (the “Reserve”), located approximately 125 metres from the proposed shale gas 

exploration site to which the application relates (the “Site”).  

 

3. The Reserve is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Natural England states that 

“SSSIs represent the very best of the rich variety of wildlife and geology that makes 

England's nature special and distinct from any other country in the world”. It describes SSSIs 

as “nationally important nature conservation sites”1.  

 

4. We enclose a copy of a letter of even date sent on behalf of our clients to the applicant which 

explains the restrictive covenant which applies to the Rocket Site and that the covenant is 

enforceable by our clients in respect of activities there (which may constitute a nuisance etc). 

We therefore have instructions to seek the undertaking from Igas set out in the penultimate 

paragraph of the letter as regards not carrying out any activities at the Site which would or are 

likely to breach the covenant. We will of course keep you informed as to what if any 

response is received from the company in respect of our client’s request.  

 

5. So far as the planning authority is concerned, our clients believe that where the covenant is 

liable to prevent obligations under any section 106 agreement proposed in connection with 

the application from being fulfilled, the effectiveness of the agreement in mitigating 

identified harms would be called into question thereby potentially affecting the overall 

planning balance. Absent the commitment sought by our clients from the applicant, this fact 

                                                 
1 http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/images/EnforcementPolicyNotice.pdf  
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would, our clients suggest, require careful consideration by the planning authority.  

 

6. Second, our clients believe that it is contrary to public policy for a planning authority to grant 

permission which it knows or has reason to believe authorises the commission of illegal acts. 

Absent the undertaking sought, this is precisely the situation facing the Council.   

 

7. The Rights & Justice Centre stands ready to answer any queries you or elected members may 

have in this matter.  

 

8. Our clients would be grateful for confirmation of receipt of this letter by return. They also 

look forward to clarification of the Council’s position in regard to the issues outlined above 

and in the letter enclosed.  

 

We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

 

Jake White  

Legal adviser  

Friends of the Earth, Rights & Justice Centre  

 

 


