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Dear Mr Chick,

 

Land To The North East Of New Barn Business Park Sandown Road Arreton Newport Isle Of

Wight PO30 3BT: The construction, operation and decommissioning of a well site for the

exploration and appraisal of hydrocarbon minerals from one exploratory borehole (Arreton-3) and



one side-track borehole (Arreton-3z) for a temporary period of three years involving the siting of

plant and equipment, the construction of a new access track, a new junction with the Newport to

Sandown highway (A3056), the erection of boundary fencing, entrance gates and other ancillary

development with restoration to agriculture.

 

This site lies outside but within 160m of the Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

(Wight AONB). These comments have been prepared on behalf of the Isle of Wight AONB

Partnership whose role is to promote the conservation and enhancement of the AONB in

accordance with the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. In formulating these comments

regard has been given to the Isle of Wight AONB Management Plan 2019 - 2024 adopted as Isle

of Wight Council Policy in April 2019. Particular reference is made to policies within Sustainable

Communities together with Objectives 1 and 6.

 

The National Planning Policy Framework July 2018 (NPPF) gives AONBs the highest level of

protection when it comes to landscape and scenic beauty and aims to protect these areas as set

out in paragraphs 11 (see footnote 6), 170 and 172. The Island Plan also protects the environment

and landscape using SP5 and DM12 which states development will only be supported where it

reflects the objectives of Wight AONB.

 

We have read through the Environmental Statement and appendices. They demonstrate a

comprehensive assessment of the landscape character of the area and fully acknowledge the

close proximity of the AONB designation. It represents a mostly fair interpretation of the effects of

the 4 phases of development. However, it is considered the effects of phase 2 have been

somewhat downplayed, with little mention of the 37m rig, which will be in place for up to 66 weeks.

 

We have undertaken a number of site visits in order to assess the visual impact and corroborate

the chosen viewpoints of the development within the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

submitted. It is considered these were logical choices for viewing the development from St

Georges Down and other areas of the Isle of Wight AONB.

 

The access track and compound will not be visible from the closest point of the AONB due to land

formation and mature vegetation. The top section of the rig is likely to be seen from the promoted

Bembridge Trail - Byway A28 running along the ridge of St Georges Down. The trail is however,

bordered on both sides by well-established high hedges. This prevents views out towards the

south and naturally prompts the user to look ahead in a direct easterly or westerly direction. Whilst

the top of the rig may break the skyline in this location, it is within the context of passing both the

Anaerobic Energy Power Station and Blackwater Quarry. It is therefore not considered this

element would compromise enjoyment of the AONB in this area or cause significant visual

detraction, particularly considering its temporary placement.

 

The next nearest AONB areas with visibility of the site are up to 3km away. We have assessed the

development from Ramsdown, Garstons Down and Newbarn Down together with the Landscape



and Visual Impact Assessment viewpoints at Gatcombe and Arreton. It is concluded that at these

distances the main detractors within these views would be the Blackwater Quarry site and the

Anaerobic Energy Power Station, which are far larger sites. In addition, St Georges Down forms a

backdrop of landscape which the rig would be seen against from the south. It is difficult to assess,

without further visual representations, if the rig would break the sky line from these longer distance

views, however, if it did it would be one single, static linear feature that is again viewed within the

context of the Quarry and Power Station on the east and west of the site and only positioned for a

temporary period.

 

With regards to noise intrusions, these would only be discernible from the Bembridge Trail area of

the AONB. The activity at the Quarry has an existing noise impact here, together with regular

vehicle movements throughout the day alongside the trail. This is not an area of the AONB

particularly recognised for its tranquillity, therefore it is not considered we would substantiate an

objection based upon noise impacts upon the AONB in this instance. The Local Planning Authority

(LPA) will need to take a view on how any noise impacts affect residential occupiers.

 

The submitted Lighting Assessment has taken full regard of the Institute of Lighting Professionals

Environmental Zones in mitigating the 24-hour lighting requirements. The mitigation measures

proposed means all light fittings will be downlit, and/or fitted with hoods and side spill shields. The

result of this is there will be no light spill above the horizon and therefore no sky glow. There is

also no light spill outside of the immediate site which eliminates light trespass. The flare from the

rig is proposed to be shrouded or completely enclosed, preventing light pollution from this element.

The rig itself needs to be lit and therefore some glare may occur from this upon the Bembridge

Trail. However, as set out above, the hedgerow borders prevent an outlook towards the site and

there are very few users of the trail at night to experience any glare from the rig.

 

In line with Policy P51 of the AONB Management Plan, the development has been sited outside of

the designation. The application has taken on board the nearby AONB designation as set out in

MP Policy P52 and provided mitigation in relation to siting, noise and lighting. Overall, therefore,

there are considered to be no direct impacts upon the AONB from the proposal. However, the

issue of fossil fuel development is very pertinent and a controversial subject. The application has

drawn much attention locally. The site falls outside the designation of the AONB where policies

would be stricter in relation to minerals development.

 

The LPA will have to look very carefully at how an exploratory Oil development sits within their

Climate Change policies and what safeguards are in place with regards to any potential ground

contamination, ecological impacts and noise pollution before determining the application.

 

 

Yours sincerely

 

 



 

Mrs Nicky Downer BSc Hons

AONB Planning Officer

On behalf of the Isle of Wight AONB Partnership


